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Unwavering Hope
Psalm 33:13-22

Today’s reading contrasts those who hope in man or material 
things versus those who hope in the Messiah. We’re reminded that 
those who trust in man’s possessions or other people have no 
lasting source of power or protection. However, those who trust in 
the LORD, possess the following:

 • Protection from a sovereign God (v. 20) 
 • A heart that rejoices in Him (v. 21a) 
 • Trust in His promises (v. 21b)
 • Hope in His love (v. 22) 
 
Perhaps this Christmas finds you wavering in hope. Maybe doubt 
has crept in where faith used to abound. If that’s you, be comforted 
in knowing that you aren’t alone. God’s people waited centuries for 
the promised Messiah. 

May you and I take a lesson from the psalmist and resolve to 
worship even while we wait. Maybe you’re waiting for answers, a 
breakthrough, or provision. Waiting doesn’t just involve patience. It 
requires a willingness to trust that God always comes through on 
His promises. 

What better time of year to recall God’s faithfulness? The promised 
Messiah has come. His birth meant hope had arrived. His death and 
resurrection sealed victory over sin. 

What’s your greatest need right now? Will you put your hope in the 
LORD and trust that He sees, He hears, and He will answer?   
 

Nick Mobley
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The Promise of Presence
Isaiah 7:14

“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: See, the virgin will 
conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel.”  Isaiah 7:14 (NIV)

Matthew quoted this passage in his gospel, identifying Jesus as the 
One promised by Isaiah long before Jesus’ birth. 

The promise was of God’s presence in this world. God is holy which 
means He is beyond our ability to approach Him. Yet His 
compassion compels Him to make Himself present and available to 
us. His Son taking on human flesh points to God’s desire to relate to 
us, the Holy with the fallen creation. 

When we were children, we may have needed a parent to hold our 
hand as we took our first steps, walked into school for the first time, 
or walked down the aisle. When we are challenged to do 
something adventurous, we may respond with “I will if you will.” 
When we face heartache and tragedy, our first response is usually 
to find someone who will just be with us. These all point to our 
need to relate and sometimes just know someone is there; it makes 
all the di�erence. 

Immanuel, God with us, means we never have to be alone. 
Through faith in His Son, God will always be present and available. 
That is the promise of Isaiah and the promise of Christmas!

Lisa McCrary
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Promised Life and Light
John 1:1-5; Romans 5:6-11

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. All things 
were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was 
created that has been created. In him was life, and that life was the 
light of men. That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness 

did not overcome it.”  John 1:1-5 (CSB)

Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the promised Light and Life, came to 
earth in the humblest of ways––in a manger. The Creative Agent of 
the entire universe and Author of life itself came to live among us so 
that we would be reconciled to God. Christ’s humility, even as a 
baby, 
established an eternal kingdom that would not be overcome and 
will never be stopped. Jesus’ arrival on earth had been anticipated 
for thousands of years, yet so many completely missed or ignored 
the Son of God in the flesh. Jesus’ coming was a light so bright that 
it brought people from across the globe to His doorstep. How 
amazing is the grace of God that this still happens today through 
His gospel? 

God continues to bring people to Himself in saving grace––from 
death in sin to being raised to life in Christ. Jesus came as one of us 
so that He could reconcile us to Himself through His own death on 
a cross that we deserved. Our sin was too heavy for us to bear, and 
its punishment, too costly. Yet, in God’s merciful plan, we have been 
reconciled through Christ’s death, and our faith is sealed through 
His resurrection. The Light of the world has come to save sinners; 
we need only to bow our hearts to His Lordship.

Andrew Mullins
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Infinitely Majestic Wonder
Job 33:14; Proverbs 25:2; Luke 2:19; John 21:25

An Infinite God can never be fully known by a finite being. Yet it is 
the will of God for us to know Him. He took His Infinite Son - who 
set aside the majesty of heaven for a finite body - and set our minds 
to wonder about Him all the more.
 
Job discovered, as well as any man could, the infinite nature of 
God. Solomon, with the greatest mind given to man, saw better 
than anyone the glory and benefit of a life spent knowing Him 
better. Mary, for the first time, in that stable, marveled at the Christ 
in bodily form and scarce could take it in. 
 
This concept of God’s infinitely majestic wonder might be lost on 
us altogether had He not given us a glimpse of it here on earth. 
When the bride stands next to her soon to be husband at the altar. 
She looks on him with excitement, wonder, and love, desiring to 
spend her whole life getting to know him more. In that brief 
moment, we see a small glimpse of how a believer should respond 
to the infinitely majestic wonder of God.
 
So today, we - the church - pause once again to ponder all of these 
things in our hearts, as Mary did thousands of years ago. Knowing 
that if we spent our whole lives pursuing Christ, we would never 
complete our tasks, but fully confident in our faith that the pursuit 
of the 
knowledge of Christ is the life best lived.

Colt Harris
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Jesus, The Humble Servant
Isaiah 53:1-5

As people who grew up learning about the mighty King David and 
the wise King Solomon, I can imagine the Israelites were shocked 
to hear Isaiah’s prophecy. Why would their Messiah, their Eternal 
King, be compared to a “young plant?” Not only did Isaiah compare 
their Messiah to something so fragile and unremarkable, but he also 
said He would come from “dry ground.” Shouldn’t their King come 
from royalty, entering the scene with fanfare and an entourage? 

The Israelites were expecting an earthly king, one of great power 
and wealth, one who would conquer their enemies and trium-
phantly return. But God had other plans when He sent Jesus to 
earth.

Jesus was born just as any other child is, fragile and seemingly 
unremarkable. He was born of a virgin and in the town of David, 
both from which nothing great was expected. Yet, we know from 
that humble, young plant, growing out of unfertile ground, came 
the most beautiful and mighty fruit.

As we walk through this Christmas season, let us pray that God 
appears in ways we do not expect. Pray that we seek God in the 
fragile ones around us, in the unremarkable situations we 
encounter, and in the driest of places we walk. May Isaiah’s 
prophecy remind us that Jesus came as a humble Servant, bearing 
all of our pain and punishment. And by His wounds, we all are 
healed.

Alex Givens
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Hope of a Righteous King
Jeremiah 23:5

“The days are coming”—this is the Lord’s declaration— “when I will 
raise up a Righteous Branch of David. He will reign wisely as king 

and administer justice and righteousness in the land.” 
Jeremiah 23:5 (HCSB)

A ruler who is righteous and just: it’s often di�cult for us to imagine. 
I’m sure it was also di�cult for the people of Judah, to whom 
Jeremiah was writing. They had experienced a roller- coaster 
succession of kings: some good who loved God, and many who, 
frankly, did not. Instead of doing what was righteous and just, many 
of the kings did what was best for themselves. This inevitably led to 
all sorts of rebellion, which led to judgment that a�ected everyone. 
And even King David - whom they looked to as the model for what 
a good king should be - even he failed miserably and brought about 
consequences that a�ected the whole country. 

The people of Judah must have had a deep longing for what God 
was promising: a just king that cared for His people and did what 
was best for them. A king they could rally behind. And don’t we all 
want that? We often are and should be dissatisfied with injustice in 
our world: racism, slavery, persecution. But one of the beautiful 
promises of Christmas is a perfect King; a just King that has the 
power to redeem us now and set everything right one day. His birth 
ushered in the beginning of the Kingdom of God: a kingdom of 
justice and peace that we work toward now, and that will be fully 
realized one day. Hope for a just world, the way God intended it to 
be.

Christa Juneau
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He Shall Be Our Peace
Micah 5:2-5a

Amidst the e�ciency of the modern world, many of us have lost 
our sense of patience. Almost everything is available at our beck and 
call. However, this was not the case in Micah’s day and age. At this 
time, Israel had forsaken God and the nation was in shambles, 
conquered by the Assyrian Empire. They desperately awaited 
deliverance. Fortunately, the end of Micah’s book o�ered some 
hope. God made a promise to a broken people - that a Savior, a 
Good Shepherd would be coming soon. He would provide for 
them, fight for them, and even die for His flock. He would be their 
peace.

The people of Micah’s day died waiting for the fulfillment of this 
promise. However, we live on the other side of this prophecy, and 
we know that this promise was not only for Israel but for an entire 
world yearning for deliverance. 

We know that this ruler, Jesus, came and He still reigns. He has 
delivered us from sin and is making all things new (Rev. 21) - starting 
with us! But He’s not stopping there. So, this Christmas we can 
celebrate the finished work of Christ, and joyfully await the 
deliverance to come. And until that day comes, we can proclaim 
with all of the saints that Jesus is our peace!

Connor Marmen
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Wise Men Still Seek Him
Matthew 2:1-6

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King 
Herod, wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where 
is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star at its 

rising and have come to worship him.’” Matthew 2:1-2 (CSB)

I have always been fascinated by the story of the wise men and 
their long journey, guided by a star, to be some of the first people 
to bow and worship the Savior of the world. While we don’t know a 
ton about the wise men, we do know they may have been 
astronomers and had great knowledge about the stars. They used 
their knowledge of astronomy and the scientific tools of their time 
to follow the star to Jerusalem. However, even the wisest men in 
the land could not reach Jesus on their own. 

God used the star to guide them to Jerusalem, but as we find out 
in verses 3-6, He used the Scriptures to guide them to Jesus. 

Just like the wise men, in order to find Jesus, every one of us needs 
direction, and God gives it through His Word and the Holy Spirit. 
Our own understanding and knowledge will always be limited. And 
yet, God is still guiding us to Himself, just like He guided the wise 
men all those years ago. True wisdom comes from realizing we 
don’t have all the answers, and having the humility to ask God to 
lead us through the Holy Spirit and His Word. Searching the 
Scriptures for answers led the wise men to Jesus and still leads us 
to Him today. This Christmas season, may we be wise men (and 
women!) who still seek Him. 

Ashley Sams
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Jesus: Not a White Elephant Gift
Luke 2:1     

I’m sure most of you, like me, have been invited to a Christmas party 
where you were asked to bring a white elephant gift. These gifts are 
usually second-rate items that we no longer need, items that may 
be cracked or items that will bring laughter and entertainment to 
the evening. You know what I’m talking about: the Sesame Street 
boxer shorts, fluorescent tube socks, odd co�ee cups, etc. The 
purpose behind the giving is to get rid of the item given. They are 
usually less than desirable gifts.

God’s gifts however are never second-rate. His gifts are good. The 
Bible tells us in James 1:17, “Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights.” His 
gifts are righteous. They’re holy and desirable and once we receive 
them and understand their value, we hold on to them, never 
wanting to let them go.

This Christmas focus on the gift God gave us over 2,000 years ago; 
the greatest gift of all time. He was the “good and perfect gift,” more 
precious than gold.

God sent His one and only Son, Jesus, to earth as our Savior. Jesus 
loved us so much that He willingly gave His life so that you and I 
could have fellowship with the Father and one day make our home 
in heaven with Him. WHAT AN AMAZING GIFT, something we 
definitely don’t deserve!  

Have you thanked God lately for the precious gift of Jesus? I 
challenge you to live each day from here on out, with a heart of 
thankfulness toward the One who cannot and will not give anything 
less than His best to His children.

Bob Wies
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Gifts Fit for a King
Matthew 2:11

“They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his 
mother. Overcome, they knelt and worshipped him. Then they 
opened their luggage and presented gifts: gold, frankincense, 

myrrh.” Matthew 2:11 (The Message)

The Wise Men had traveled miles and miles from their home in the 
East. They had gone to great expense to provide gifts appropriate 
for a King. We cannot read of their example without asking 
ourselves, “What have I brought to Jesus? What am I bringing in my 
daily life in recognition of Him as my Savior, my Lord, my King?”

Nothing we give can compare with the priceless gift God gave to 
us on that first Christmas – the gift of His Son – but we do have gifts 
to give Him. Our actions expressing our total love and sincere 
commitment to Him and our faithfulness in showing love and 
concern for others are gifts that express our gratitude, our worship, 
and our praise. Giving is at the heart of Christmas, and as we select 
gifts for our friends and family members, let us not forget Whose 
birth we celebrate. 

May we, as the Wise Men, open the luggage of our lives and 
present to Him gifts worthy of our King, not only at this Christmas 
season, but daily as we seek to give Him first place in our hearts!

Lynn Drewry
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At Just the Right Time
Galatians 4:4-5

“When the time came to completion, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law so that 

we might receive adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-5 (CSB)

How are you with judging your timing with events such as replacing 
the family car or finishing a degree? Do you ever wish you had 
forged ahead when instead you hesitated? Or vice versa, do you 
ever wish you’d been a little more patient when instead you rushed 
ahead with too much enthusiasm? 

While we are prone to misjudge our timing, God never misjudges 
His timing. He sees from the beginning into eternity and is 
sovereign over all of it. As the verse above says, “When the time 
came to completion, God sent his Son.” The timing of the birth of 
Jesus was neither too early nor too late. The world was in need of a 
Redeemer and the peace of the Roman empire along with stable 
government and easier travel aided the spread of the gospel.

So, at the perfect time in history, God sent His Son. He was fully 
God, yet He submitted Himself to our human constraints by being 
born in a human body and by submitting Himself to the law. God 
left the 
perfection of heaven to be born as a man on earth. And why? It was 
to redeem us so that we can receive full adoption as His sons and 
daughters. God sent His Son at just the right moment in history to 
provide a way for us to become His children through salvation. 
God’s perfect timing led to Jesus’ perfect sacrifice and ultimately 
our redemption.

Kathryn MacKorell
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Let’s Go!
Luke 2:15-17

“When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, ‘Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see 
what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’ They 
hurried o� and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who 

was lying in the manger. After seeing them, they reported the 
message they were told about this child.” Luke 2:15-17 (CSB)

The angel army had just retracted after heralding the grand news 
that the Savior had been born. The recipients of the message: 
ordinary shepherds tending sheep. Their work and life was 
interrupted with the original Gloria in excelsis deo! After the shock 
and awe receded, what would their response be? Luke 2:15 says 
they talked it out and the response collectively was, “let’s go straight 
there and see what the Lord has made known to us.”  

The experience had been grandiose but, for me, the even greater 
message was that the Lord had made it personal. The Lord had 
made Himself “known” to them and their response was “Let’s go!” 

But that wasn’t the end of the story. They could have been satisfied 
with just seeing the Messiah; instead they left and told everyone! 
The ones whose eyes watched over the sheep beheld THE LAMB of 
God and they couldn’t remain silent! When God makes Himself 
known to us, we need to respond like the shepherds and go and tell 
others. What a beautiful picture of obedience from the most unlikely 
of subjects.

Laurel Davenport
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
Micah 5:2

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 

over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 
Micah 5:2 (NIV)

We know the birthplace well from the Christmas carol, "O Little 
Town of Bethlehem.” To the recipients of Micah's prophecy 
hundreds of years before Christ, the message must have seemed 
very unusual: Israel's ruler would come from such an obscure 
place? After Christ's birth, the wise men were directed to the 
birthplace of the king through this very passage. 

I was excited to visit Bethlehem last year on a tour of the Holy Land. 
When we arrived, all I could think was, "O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie." NOT today! Bethlehem is still relatively 
small, but it is a busy, bustling town, not particularly friendly to 
outsiders. A large church, adorned with ornate decorations and 
religious symbols, covers the traditional birthplace of our Lord. 
When we were there, due to the crowds, we did not actually get to 
"the spot" which is marked with a silver star inlaid in marble and 
mosaics. Instead we had a simpler view of the backside of the 
possible location of Jesus’ birth (a cave with an iron gate) and were 
led in singing a simple carol.

This small simple town has now become adorned with all the 
trappings of commercialism and tradition. May we be careful not to 
allow the trappings of the Christmas holidays to distract us from the 
miraculous simplicity of the fact that the Messiah has come in all 
His majesty! 

Linda Sharp
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The Mundane Everyday Things
Luke 2:1-5

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the 
whole empire should be registered. This first registration took place 

while Quirinius was governing Syria. So, everyone went to be 
registered, each to his own town. Joseph also went up from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of 
David, to be registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him 

and was pregnant.” 
Luke 2:1-5 (CSB)

Isn’t it just like God to take something mundane and ordinary like a 
census and do something extraordinary with it? Joseph and his very 
pregnant future bride, Mary, wouldn’t have been in Bethlehem had 
the Roman government not concocted a plan to count and tax the 
people. While they were there, Mary went into labor and, just like 
that, God fulfilled a prophesy made over 700 years earlier (see 
Micah 5:2) and introduced the world to His salvation plan: Jesus.

God uses the mundane everyday things in our lives to bring about 
His glory too. Who knows, maybe He will use your next stop at a 
convenience store, long line while shopping, or visit to a friend’s 
home to gain glory for Himself.

Chris Gerbman
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The Good News
Luke 2:8-20

“I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11 (NIV)

When Jesus was born, God didn’t use kings or important dignitaries 
to announce His birth. He sent His angels to lowly shepherds 
working the night shift. Their initial reaction to the angel’s 
proclamation was fear! But the angels put their fears to rest, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news…” (Luke 2:10).

Why did the shepherds have nothing to fear? Because of the angels 
announcement of good news. “For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).  

 • The Good News is Personal: For unto you…“For 
  whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall   
  be saved” (Romans 10:13).
 • The Good News is Present: No more waiting, no need  
  to delay, Christ is born today.
 • The Good News is Practical: A Saviour…mankind’s 
  greatest need, met through the coming of Jesus   
  Christ.

The shepherd’s lives were changed forever on that night!   They 
didn’t hesitate but urgently went to see the Child that was born. 
They returned to their ordinary lives and gave glory to God. They 
couldn’t wait to share the Good News with others. During this 
Advent season, take a cue from the shepherds. Share the Good 
News of His coming with others.

Teri Broich
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One Bright Light
Matthew 2:1-11

Can you imagine what it must have been like to look into the night 
sky and see one star shining brighter than the others? This star was 
di�erent. It proclaimed the birth of the Savior!

Charles Spurgeon wrote, “This star is put in commission to wait 
upon the Lord, to be his herald to men afar o�, his usher to conduct 
them to his presence, and his body-guard to sentinel his cradle.”

It’s been like that through all of time and continues today. God uses 
His creation to glorify Himself! Psalm 96:11-13 says, “Let the heavens 
be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and all that fills it resound. 
Let the fields and everything in them celebrate. Then all the trees of 
the forest will shout for joy before the Lord, for he is coming—"

God used one light to boldly proclaim the coming of the Light of 
the World. During this advent season, let us not forget to truly join 
with all creation in praise of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Oh, that we 
would boldly proclaim Him and the grace He freely o�ers. And, like 
those men who followed the star, may we humbly bow and 
worship the One sent to be the Savior. 

Debbie Ruth
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Crying at Christmas
Mark 1:1-3

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it 
is written in Isaiah the prophet: See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord; 
make his paths straight!” Mark 1:1-3 (CSB)

Heralding has always been one of the oldest and most vital parts of 
God’s plans: from the night Christ was born when the angels 
resounded majestically across the skies until John, like an old-time 
town crier, passionately pleaded with people to prepare for His 
soon-approaching earthly ministry.

Today, God’s message and perfect plans still need to be told and 
retold.

Someone during this season of advent must herald reminders of 
His Son’s first birth and the even better news of His death, 
resurrection, and His imminent return. He is expectantly waiting on 
you…me…us.

Will you be the voice of one to cry out this Christmas?

Tom Gilbert
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The Joy of Christmas
Luke 2:8-20

“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had seen and heard, which were just as they 

had been told.” Luke 2:20 (CSB)

One of the most exciting parts of the Christmas season is hearing 
the Christmas music. We often count down the days until we can 
hear our favorite Christmas carol on the radio, and our houses 
seem to be filled with more music than usual. It almost feels as if it 
wouldn’t be Christmas without the music that accompanies the 
season. 

Praise was also present at the very first Christmas. Angels and 
mankind alike used praise to proclaim the birth of Christ (Luke 
2:13,20). The shepherds were so excited about the birth of Jesus 
and the promise of a Savior, that they left Him praising God. Their 
message was noticed by everyone the shepherds met (Luke 2:18). 

This Christmas, will our hearts be so full of the joy of Christ that we 
can’t help but sing His praise? Will our song be one that blends in 
with the crowd, or will it be so loud and evident that others can’t 
help but notice? 

Audrey Creel
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The Christmas Word
John 1:14

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” John 1:14 (KJV)

Jesus’ birth was ordinary, but we celebrate it because of a very 
NON-ordinary conception. When I was conceived, I began to exist. 
When HE was conceived, a PREXISTING Person “became” human, 
arriving at Nazareth from Heaven (John 6:38).

This “Word” is the unique Son of God, chosen to communicate to 
us the nature of the triune God and His absolute truth. Having 
become genuine humanity, He is, at the same time, eternal deity. 
He is the Creator of the entire universe (John 1:1-3). 

He is the Light that our dark souls desperately need. Israel has yet to 
see it, but individuals in many nations are welcoming His gracious 
deliverance from our sin! (John 1:9-12, 29).

Has the Christmas WORD been heard by YOU?

Rex Stairs
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Lift up Praises!
Luke 2:25-35

“And he [Simeon] came in the Spirit into the temple, [and] took Him 
[Jesus] up in his arms and blessed God…” Luke 2:28

Simeon, part of the godly remnant of faithful Jews, was waiting for 
the coming of the Messiah, and had been promised by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before physically seeing the Savior. That 
was an amazing gift for this man of faith. Psalm 25:14 (ESV) reminds 
us, however, that, “The friendship of the Lord is with those who fear 
Him.” What is as noteworthy as Simeon’s faith is that upon seeing 
Jesus (as an infant at His dedication at the Temple), Simeon o�ers 
up a song of praise as a testimony of His appearance in and to 
humanity! In this Nunc Dimittis (“Lord, now let your servant 
depart…”), Simeon thanks God for allowing him to see the salvation 
of both the Gentiles and of Israel (Luke 2:29).

Such should always be our response upon meeting with the Savior! 
Let us be constantly reminded during all our seasons to lift praises to 
Him, for He is worthy of all praise! We should also be reminded that 
it is in our response to Jesus that our destiny is secured – for we will 
either be praising Him eternally by submitting our lives to Him 
presently, or we will be separated from Him eternally. 

Have you met Jesus? If so, lift up praises to God for the plan of 
salvation that comes through His Son!

Ryan Denton
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Waiting for Great News!
Romans 8:25

“But if we hope for what we do not yet have, 
we wait for it patiently.” Romans 8:25 (NIV)

Have you ever listened to classical music? Many times, our day is 
surrounded by popular music that might take three or four minutes 
of our time, filled with repetitive material that doesn’t require our 
brains to truly engage. However, classical music requires that we 
wait in the ebb and flow of the ever-changing notes, rhythms, and 
phrasing before providing any resolution. Sometimes it contrasts to 
its own melody, creating a dissonance that causes us to wait longer 
for resolution. Any classical piece of music would feel incomplete if 
there was no resolution, yet there is beauty and emotion in the song 
– not just the resolution. We listen and wait patiently. 

Even though the birth of Christ had been proclaimed, there was 
waiting. Even though His return has been proclaimed, we are still 
waiting. Jesus allows us to enjoy the beauty of the world around us 
and the peace that only He can provide as we wait for a fulfilled 
proclamation. We can enjoy the journey He provides, just as we 
would enjoy a wonderful piece of music. There will be ups and 
downs along the way, but the time spent enjoying what Christ has 
done and is doing in our lives is worth the wait. 

Let Jesus be the soundtrack of your life!

Terry Jolley
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Waiting for Great News!
Ephesians 1:18

“Having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in the saints.”  Ephesians 1:18 (ESV)

Taking a long-term view in life is hard. 

Children are captive to the impulses of the moment, but adults learn 
to give up immediate pleasure in favor of long-term benefits. We 
stay on a budget this year so that we can have financial freedom in 
the future. We take care of our bodies today so that we can be 
healthy tomorrow. We restrict ourselves in the short-term, so that 
we can have freedom in the long-term.

Having a long-term mindset is not easy but it is part of growing up. 
But how many of us take an eternal view of things? 

Paul prayed the Ephesians would have the eyes of their hearts 
opened up. He desired that they should see life, not in the 
short-term or even the long-term, but in the eternal term. 
As we celebrate the Advent of Christ this season, take the 
opportunity to refresh your perspective. Are you investing in the 
present or the future? Or are you investing in eternity? Do you 
understand the hope of His calling? Do you know the riches of 
His glorious inheritance? 

This life is but a breath, but the eternal promise of Christ is forever! 

Chris Stephens
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Secure in the Truths of Who He is and Who I Am
1 Peter 2:9

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of 

the one who called you out of darkness and into his marvelous 
light.” 1 Peter 2:9 (CSB)

On the very rare occurrence here in Murfreesboro that Chick-fil-A 
has an empty drive thru or parking lot, I jokingly comment that the 
second coming of Jesus must have happened! It is clear that all the 
Christians have gone! As I laugh, I do look around though at those 
who are in the seats. I see the faces and think on the faces of my 
loved ones who have not chosen Jesus as their Lord and Savior – yet!

This truth brings so much sadness, yet I also praise Jesus that I am 
His – that ANYONE can be His! In God’s economy, it is possible to 
have joy and sadness at His coming at the same time. I praise God 
He drew me to Jesus’ love and pray He draws others to Him 
through me. So I ask the questions: “Am I reflecting a desirable 
Jesus? Do they WANT to know Him because they know me?”

Realizing and believing these truths about who I am – chosen, loved, 
holy, and so much more - brings security to my mind and heart so I 
can share and show the love of Jesus Who called me and is calling 
them, too!

As we look to the Second Coming of Christ, let’s look to the truths 
of who we are and who He is to give us strength, endurance, and 
courage to look like Him!

Tika Scoles
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An Interesting List
Titus 2:11-13

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, instructing us to deny godlessness and worldly lusts and to 
live in a sensible, righteous, and godly way in the present age, while 

we wait for the blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  Titus 2:11-13 (CSB)

Angel. Virgin. Carpenter. Census. Donkey. Stable. Hay. Angels. 
Shepherds. Magi. Precious Gifts.

This is an interesting list of words and concepts used to describe the 
birth of Jesus. The Messiah, about whom the Old Testament 
prophesied and for whom so many had been longing and waiting, 
had come.  Yet many neither acknowledged nor noticed His 
coming. How many thought a Messiah could not come in such a 
humble manner? How many continued to watch for Him even 
though He was among them?

God has given us another promise concerning the second arrival of 
Jesus Christ. The Bible is full of verses promising His return, but how 
many still do not believe? How many ignore the gift of Jesus Christ 
when He can be seen all around us? 

We may not know when Christ will return, nor do we know what 
interesting words or concepts God will use to fulfill this promise, but 
we know God is faithful. Christ is coming. What are you doing for 
Him while waiting? Are you living in anticipation of His return? 

May you honor and share the gift you have been given in Jesus 
Christ each day until He returns.

Michelle Hu�man
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Luke 2:1-20 (CSB)

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the 
whole empire should be registered. 2This first registration took place 
while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3So everyone went to be regis-
tered, each to his own town.
 
4Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and family line of David, 5to be registered along 
with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant. 6While they 
were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7Then she gave 
birth to her firstborn son, and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 

8In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and 
keeping watch at night over their flock. 9Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Don’t be 
afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people: 11Today in the city of David a Savior was born for 
you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be the sign for you: 
You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the 
angel, praising God and saying: 

14Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace on earth to people he favors!

15When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and 
see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
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16They hurried o� and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
who was lying in the manger. 17After seeing them, they reported the 
message they were told about this child, 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary was 
treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had seen and heard, which were just as they had been 
told.” Luke  2:1-20 (CSB) 

While there are several passages that we label “The Christmas 
Story,” certainly Luke 2:1-20 is the most commonly used.  In fact, 
you are likely extremely familiar with it.  Perhaps even just a few 
words shy of being able to quote it.  I wonder, though, have we 
become too familiar with it?

The angels had waited for multiple millennia to make this 
declaration.  Can you fathom their excitement? The shepherds 
were settled in for the night when the heavens opened, and the 
angels appeared.  Can you fathom their fear? It’s no wonder “all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”

What is your emotion this Christmas day – Excitement, Fear, 
Amazement?  As you read the story of Jesus’ birth, are you excited 
that He left streets of gold to be born in a manger, for you? Are you 
fearful that you’ve not acknowledged the price He paid, for you?  
Or are you amazed at the eternal gift that God has given to you?

Unfortunately, for most on this blessed day, the emotion is anxiety – 
stressed out.  Or maybe even it’s just another holiday.

Take a moment to acknowledge the grandeur of Christmas and 
give God thanks for the greatest gift ever – His Son.

David Bramble
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