
 
 

 
 

Week of September 9, 2018 
 

Devotional Focus: It Is Finished 
 

Monday – What He Finished 
 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then bowing his head, he gave up his spirit. 
John 19:30 

 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 

 it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
When I was young my dad helped me start a lawn care “business.”  I use the term business loosely, because 
really it was a few folks from church who needed yard work done for cheap and, because I had no bills yet (I 
couldn’t even drive), I was CHEAP labor.  One of the older couples that I worked for asked if I could dig a trench 
for irrigation; they would pay me by the hour for my labor.  Living in the desert, where the ground was mostly 
hard clay, this was no small task, though I didn’t know this well-known fact yet.   So, all 90 lbs of me 
enthusiastically said “yes.” Since I couldn’t drive, my dad would have to go with me for this project across town.   

Early one Saturday morning, Dad and I began digging.  I quickly learned that this was no small job and a small 
teenager wasn’t going to make much of a dent in the hard ground.  I did what I could, which wasn’t much, and 
my dad with a pick axe chiseled his way through the ground inch by inch.  I would say we (but mostly he) 
worked tirelessly out in the desert sun for hours upon hours digging up this trench.  I mostly scooped up 
loosened dirt. Finally, it was finished.  My dad sent me to the door to have the work inspected by the 
homeowner, they approved, thanked me, and handed me the payment for the job.   

When it all comes down to it, my dad did all the work that day, but I received all the benefit.  It was impossible 
for me to do the job.  However, I got all the benefit from the job.  This is how it is with Christ; this example 
helps us to understand what Justification is.  We are in a right standing with God, because of the work that 
Jesus did on the cross.  We couldn’t accomplish what He could.  We can’t live perfectly, no matter how hard we 
try.  We can’t present ourselves blameless before God outside of the work of Christ on the cross.  He did all the 
work, but we receive all the benefit.  As a child, it’s easy to stand and receive the benefit of someone else’s 
labor.  As adults, we struggle with the idea.  Our pride gets in the way.  We want to be more involved, we want 
to do it on our own, and we want the credit.  Scripture couldn’t be clearer, we are right with God because of 
Jesus and not of our own works.   

Read: Galatians 2, Ephesians 2 

Prayer: God, show us the areas of our lives where we trust in our own doing instead of your ways and your 
plans.  God, forgive us when we trust more in ourselves than we do in you. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday – How He Finished 
 

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
 but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

Hebrews 4:15 
 
There is no more important work of God than His work through Christ’s death and resurrection.  The sacrifice 
of Jesus is what gives us life and puts us in a right relationship with God.  Jesus wouldn’t have been able to 
perform this work had he not lived a perfect life from birth.  Jesus never had a selfish moment, or put himself 
above others, and never succumbed to temptation, even though He was tempted in every way.  In order to lay 
his life down for others and to take the sin of the world upon himself, it was absolutely necessary that he lived 
perfectly.   
 
A High Priest in the Old Testament would first have to make a sacrifice for himself for his own sins, before he 
could make a sacrifice for the sins of others.  Jesus, however, was able to be the perfect sacrifice Himself, 
offering forgiveness for all eternity to those who would trust in Him. 
 
Take note of a few words in today’s reading, the first being “weakness” in verse 15.  Jesus was in every way 
human.  He shared in our weaknesses, He relates to our struggles and our difficulties.  No matter how we 
struggle, no matter what our weaknesses are, Jesus can relate.   
 
Next, notice the word “temptation.” Jesus was tempted in every respect, as we are.  He had to turn away from 
evil and selfish desires.  He lived His life wholly devoted to God in service to others.   
 
Lastly, the words “without sin” - He never once sinned.  This is such a key aspect to our faith and helps us to 
understand the incredible sacrifice Jesus made for us and how much He cares for us.  He would live His entire 
life for others and then at the end of it, He would give up his life as a sacrifice for the wrongdoing of other 
people.  That’s the amazing love of God! 
 
 

Read:  Hebrews 4:14 – 5:10 
 

Prayer:  Father, we are so grateful for Your amazing love and the salvation the we have because of the 
sacrifice of Jesus.   Help us to be mindful of how You want to use us and ways we might serve you 
today. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday – Are We Finished? 
 

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, 
because he has been born of God. 

1 John 3:9 
 
 
It’s clear in Romans 6 that even though Christ Justified us, has made us in right standing with God, and lived 
the life that we never could, that we will still sin as we learn how to live like God would have us to live.  The 
process of us becoming more like Christ is called Sanctification.  As you read through Romans 6, I want you to 
keep a few things in mind. 
 
Sanctification is a process, as we get to know God better and as we are filled more with the Holy Spirit, we 
become more Christ like.  This happens through the reading of the Word, listening to others as they encourage 
us in the word, through life, and through prayer.  God is continually bringing us into His likeness as we grow 
closer to Him.   
 
This process looks different for every believer.  You’ve likely heard stories of people sharing that, in an instant, 
God took away temptations or sins with which they had struggled.  Other people will share stories that they 
have spent their whole life battling their flesh, and sanctification has been a slow process in areas of their 
lives.   This is because God works in every believer in different ways.  God’s work in you is going to look 
different than it does in someone else.  God doesn’t love us less, and we aren’t lesser in God’s eyes simply 
because sanctification hasn’t happened at the same rate as it does in someone else’s life.  The important thing 
is that God is at work in our lives making us more like Him.  We’re not finished yet, but God is in the process of 
making us who He wants us to be! 
 
 
 

Read: Romans 6 
 

Prayer: Lord, today I recognize that I am a sinner and in desperate need of You.  As you continue to 
work in me, show me areas of my life where I need to surrender to You.  May You continually remind 
of Your grace as you make me more like Jesus. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Thursday – When We Want to be Finished 
 

 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion  

at the day of Jesus Christ. 

Philippians 1:6 
 
 
We have all had the moments where we want to hibernate, to keep to ourselves, to only worry about our own 
problems, and to focus on only those things that matter to us right in that moment.  We’re human, we get 
tired, we get pushed to the end of our limits, and we want to be finished.  God is clear that in these moments 
we can’t give up, we can’t grow weary of doing the good that He calls us to do. 
 
These are the times that we rely on the cross and the work of Christ in our lives.  We remind ourselves of how 
He lived selflessly for others and how He desires to work through us to reach into the lives of others.   
 
Galatians 6 reminds the church that we aren’t to rely on our flesh.  When we rely on ourselves, our own 
strengths, our own works, we can easily grow weary and tired.  Relying upon the work of Christ, the Holy Spirit 
and what He’s doing through us, gives us the strength to carry on continuing the work that He started in our 
lives.   
 
 

Read: Galatians 6 
 

Prayer: God, as we get close to closing out another week, give us the strength to continue the good 
works, which You began in us.  Help us to recognize Your work around us so that we might be 
encouraged by it.  Strengthen us as You use us to encourage and serve others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Friday – Helping Others to Finish 

 
And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two,  

and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 

Mark 6:7 
 
 
When there’s work to be done that’s either hard or that I simply don’t want to do, I always find that it’s easier 
when someone else is with me.  Misery loves company, right?  Why is it that the job simply gets easier when 
someone else is helping?  The obvious part is that there are twice as many people working, therefore the work 
load is lessened, but I believe it’s more than that.  We are encouraged when someone is down in the trenches 
with us.   
 
Jesus calls the disciples to go out and carry the message of repentance to others.  There is so much more to 
this narrative, but here are a few key things I want us to look at today.  Notice verse 6, as you read Mark 
chapter 6.  Jesus sets the example for them.  Before He asked them to do it, Jesus goes ahead and shows them 
how it is done.  Jesus was so kind to those around Him.  Notice that He sets the example in everything for the 
disciples.  He didn’t do the work himself, He did it with others.  He took along others, so He could encourage, 
set the example, and walk them through life.   
 
Jesus sets the example, but He doesn’t expect them to go out alone.  He sends them out in pairs.  There’s 
strength in numbers!   They had a tough task, and Christ purposely made it tough - they weren’t to carry the 
necessities with them.   These guys were to go out and learn to trust in God for their needs, and they had a 
friend to help them stay on that track. 
 
We aren’t supposed to do this life alone.  We need others, and others need us.  Who should you be helping in 
their walk with the Lord?  Who do you know that needs someone to stand beside them?  Who can you 
encourage today?   
 
 

Read: Mark 6:1-13 
 

Prayer:  God, help me to see who You have already put into my life that You want me to invest in and 
encourage.  Help me to be wise enough to know what areas of my life I need to allow others to 
sharpen.  May I be humble to learn from others, as You use me to encourage those around me. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Saturday – When We are Finished 
 

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there  
to prepare a place for you? 

John 14:2 
 
I’ve probably shared this verse a hundred times with others.  It’s certainly one of my favorite verses in 
scripture.  God is preparing a place for us!  Let that sink in!  God is preparing a place for us!  He wants us there!   
 
When you prepare a place for someone, you prepare the place to make it comfortable.  You make a place they 
can rest, a place they will feel at home, a place they will enjoy.  Why?  You want them to come back someday.  
If you don’t want them there, you leave the place a mess - you let the dog clean the dishes and put them back 
in the cabinet.  Christ is preparing the place for us because He wants us there.  He desires for us to be with 
Him.  Seriously, are you letting this sink in?  He wants to be with you, He wants to spend time with you.  He 
wants to hear from you, and He wants to hear your stories!  This simply amazes me.  I’m in awe over the fact 
that the God of the universe has a place prepared by His son, just for me, waiting on me.  What a glorious day 
that will be when we are finished.  This might sound a bit morbid, but how excited we should be for that 
glorious day, when God calls us home and we see what He has prepare for us!  
 
My second favorite part of this chapter is this: God gives us a helper until we get there.  Some of you might be 
ready to be finished, some of you might think I’m crazy to be talking about being finished, but the truth is, 
none of us know the day or time when He will call us home.  We can rest assured in this; if we know Jesus, 
then He has given us a helper to get to the finish line.  And when we do cross that beautiful finish line, a 
glorious place, prepared just for us, is waiting on the other side.   
 
 

Read More:  John 14 
 

Prayer: Father, thank You for giving us a helper.  Help me to remember how much You want me and 
how much You gave up to have a relationship with me.  Help me to not take it for granted but to seek 
You and constantly be reminded how much You desire for me to know You. 


	Read: Galatians 2, Ephesians 2

