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Proverbs 27:17 (CSB) 

“Iron sharpens iron, 

and one person sharpens another.” 

Proverbs 27:17 (YLT) 

“Iron by iron is sharpened, 

And a man sharpens the face of his friend.” 

2 Interpretations of Influence: 

1) Good People Can Make You Better
The people whom you choose as peers have the ability

to influence your life and behavior for the better.

2) Bad People Can Make You Worse
Often, we become like those we associate with – bad

behaviors are often the easiest to mimic.

Proverbs 13:20 (CSB)  

“The one who walks with the wise will become wise, 
but a companion of fools will suffer harm.” 

3 Keys to Sharpening:

1) You need the right ________________

Hebrews 10:24–25 (CSB) 
24 And let us watch out for one another to provoke love and 

good works, 25 not neglecting to gather together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and all the 

more as you see the day approaching. 

2 Peter 1:5–9 (CSB) 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 
faith with goodness, goodness with knowledge, 6 knowledge 

with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with 
godliness, 7 godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 

affection with love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from being useless or 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 The 
person who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and 

has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 

2) You need the right ________________

Proverbs 17:17 (CSB)  
“A friend loves at all times,  

and a brother is born for a difficult time.” 

Wisdom From A Loving 

Father

3) You need the right ________________

Ephesians 4:15 (CSB) 
“But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way 

into him who is the head—Christ.” 

John 17:17 (CSB)  
“Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” 
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